PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 



Please amend the claims as follows: 



1-31. (Cancelled) 



32. (Currently Amended) A method for treating or preventing an infection 
caused by Gram positive bacteria in a patient comprising administering to the patient a 
therapeutically or prophylactively effective amount of a pharmaceutical composition 
comprising: rrJl 

whoroin the pharmaceutical composition comprises at least one monoclonal 
chimeric or humanized antibody having specificity to lipoteichoic acid of Gram positive bacteria 
aft d, or a fragment, region, or derivative of a variable region of the monoclonal chimeric or 
humaniz e d antibod v having specificity to lipoteichoic acid; [[,11 and 

a pharmaceutically acceptable carrier, and 

wherein the monoclonal chimeric or humanized antibody, fragment, region, or 
derivative of the variable region thereof 

(a) binds to lipoteichoic acid at a level that is twice background or greater, and 

(b) enhances the opsonization opsonophagocvtosis of Gram positive bacteria 
by 75% or more. 



33. (Cancelled) 



34. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 32, wherein the monoclonal 
chimeric or humanized antibody is Hu96-1 10. 



35. (Cancelled) 
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36. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 32, wherein the monoclonal 
chimeric or humanized antibody, fragment, region, or derivative of the variable region thereof 
further recognizes a peptide mimic of the lipoteichoic acid epitope binding site, v^herein the 
peptide mimic comprises binds to a peptide sequence chosen from: 

WRMYFSHRHAHLRSP (SEQ ID NO: 1) and 
WHWRHRIPLQLAAGR (SEQ ID NO: 2). 

37. (Currently Amended) A method for treating or preventing an infection 
caused by Gram positive bacteria in a patient comprising administering to the patient a 
therapeutically or prophylactively effective amount of a pharmaceutical composition 
comprising: rr,11 

whoroin tho pharmaceutical composition comprises at least one e#-a monoclonal 
chimeric or humanized antibody having specificity to lipoteichoic acid of Gram positive bacteria 
an d, or a fragment, region, or derivative thereof of a variable region of the monoclonal chimeric 
or humanized antibod v having specificity to lipoteichoic acid; FF ,11 and 

a pharmaceutically acceptable carrier, aftd 

wherein the monoclonal chimeric or humanized antibody, fragment, region, or 
derivative of the variable region thereof bind to further recognizes a peptide mimic of the 
lipoteichoic acid epitope binding site, wherein the peptide mimic comprises a peptide sequence 
chosen from: 

WRMYFSHRHAHLRSP (SEQ ID NO: 1) and 
WHWRHRIPLQLAAGR (SEQ ED NO: 2). 

38. (Cancelled) 

39. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 37, wherein the monoclonal 
chimeric or humanized antibody is Hu96-110. 

40. (Cancelled) 
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41 . (Withdrawn) A method for treating or preventing an infection caused by 
Gram positive bacteria in a patient comprising administering to the patient a therapeutically or 
prophylactively effective amount of a pharmaceutical composition, 

wherein the pharmaceutical composition comprises a lipoteichoic acid epitope 
peptide mimic, and a pharmaceutically acceptable carrier, and 

wherein the peptide mimic is a peptide sequence chosen from: 

(a) WRMYFSHRHAHLRSP (SEQ ID NO: 1); 

(b) WHWRHRIPLQLAAGR (SEQ ID NO: 2); and 

(c) peptide sequences that are substantially homologous to the sequences of 
(a) or (b). 

42. (Previously Presented) A method for treating or preventing an infection 
caused by Gram positive bacteria in a patient comprising administering to the patient a 
therapeutically or prophylactively effective amount of a pharmaceutical composition, wherein the 
pharmaceutical composition comprises a peptide encoded by DNA of the variable region of the 
anti-lipoteichoic acid antibody of Figure 12, or by a sequence that is at least 70% homologous to 
that DNA, and a pharmaceutically acceptable carrier. 

43. (Previously Presented) A method for treating or preventing an infection 
caused by Gram positive bacteria in a patient comprising administering to the patient a 
therapeutically or prophylactively effective amount of a pharmaceutical composition, 

wherein the pharmaceutical composition comprises a peptide characterized by 
amino acids corresponding to one or more of the Complementarity Determining Regions of the 
variable regions of the anti-lipoteichoic acid antibody of Figure 12, or amino acids that are at 
least 70% homologous to the Complementarity Determining Regions. 

44. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 43, wherein the 
Complementarity Determining Regions are derived from MAB 96-110. 

45. (New) The method of claim 32, wherein the monoclonal antibody is 

chimeric. 
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46. (New) The method of claim 45, wherein the monoclonal antibody is a 
chimeric IgG antibody. 

47. (New) The method of claim 32, wherein the chimeric antibody comprises 
a heavy chain constant region from an IgM or IgA antibody. 

48. (New) The method of claim 32, wherein the monoclonal antibody is 

humanized. 

49. (New) The method of claim 32, wherein the Gram positive bacteria is 
selected from the group consisting of: Staphylococcus epidermidis'. Staphylococcus aureus; 
Staphylococcus mutans\ Staphylococcus mutans\ Staphylococcus faecalis; and a combination 
thereof. 

50. (New) The method of claim 49, wherein the Gram positive bacteria is 
Staphylococcus epidermidis or Staphylococcus aureus, 

51. (New) The method of claim 32, wherein the chimeric monoclonal 
antibody comprises a light chain selected from a kappa chain, a lambda chain, and both. 

52. (New) The method of claim 32, wherein the fragment comprises at least 
one of Fab, Fab', F(ab')2, and SFv. 
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